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work with officials from Canada and Mexico to ensure uniformity in tank
car standards.

Agency technical staff also represent DOT at meetings of AAR's TCC
and other industry groups. Interaction of agency personnel with industry
through these activities enhances their technical knowledge of tank cars
and provides a means for exchanging research, enforcement, and regula-
tory information. By participating in TCC meetings, agency staff also
monitor the AAR approvals. Usually, one or two representatives from
RSPA and FRA attend TCC meetings on an informal basis (i.e., they are
not members of the TCC or formally appointed liaisons).

Data Activities

Good data are critical to the tank car activities of DOT. For instance, data
on tank car hazardous materials releases, inspections, and fleet condition
are essential to monitoring safety trends, formulating and evaluating
rulemaking proposals, deploying enforcement resources, and conducting
research.

Data sources available to FRA and RSPA for these purposes are dis-
cussed in Chapter 3. Perhaps the most important data are statistical
records of tank car incidents. This type of data is collected by DOT
through RSPA's Hazardous Materials Information System and FRA's
Railroad Accident/Incident Reporting System. The former is administered
by RSPA's Office of Hazardous Materials Safety, and the latter by FRA's
Office of Safety Analysis.

Incident reports from both data bases are reviewed periodically by
FRA's Office of Safety, and copies of reports are distributed to FRA
regional offices to aid in inspector deployment and to identify incidents
that may warrant further investigation. More discussion of tank car data
uses is provided in Chapter 5.

NTSB

NTSB is an independent federal agency charged with investigating trans-
portation incidents and determining probable causes. NTSB investigates
most major tank car incidents and recommends corrective measures to
DOT, other government agencies, individual companies, and industry
associations. Although NTSB has no enforcement or regulatory authority,
it closely monitors the actions taken in response to its recommendations,
submits comments to DOT on rulemaking proposals, and testifies before
Congress on matters related to tank car safety.